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" What is the reason for this? The reason is that our
population is several times as large as that of Great Britain
and hence our requirements are greater: the Soviet Union
has a population of 170,000,000, whereas Great Britain has
a population of not more than 46,000,000. The economic
power of a country's industry is not expressed by the volume
of industrial output in general, irrespective of the size of the
population, but by the volume of the industrial output taken
in direct reference to the amount consumed per head of
population."

That is lucidly put, and I have ventured to quote it at
length both as a good example of the simplicity of Stalin's
style in speaking to the people, and also because it en-
deavours to keep the people aware of realities and avoid
premature self-congi atulations.

On similar reasoning output per head of coal is less than
that of France, and considerably less than that of Britain
and Germany. Output of electric power per head of the
population in 1937 was less than half that of France and
almost one-third that of Britain.

The U.S.S.R. also still lingers behind in volume of
production per head of population in such manufactured
goods as textiles, paper, and soap.

This criticism of premature enthusiasm is necessary.
It is the spur to drive the U.S S,R. within the next Five-
Year-Plan period to make the insufficiency good. The
goal is clear. The people must surpass in both capital and
consumable goods, not only European countries, but the
technically more advanced U.S.A. This accounts for the
drive to increase electric power, coal, iron, steel, and other
raw materials, to improve organization and the technology
of production, to take full advantage of modern achieve-
ments in science and invention, and to master not only
quantity of output but quality too.

In the words of V. Molotov: "In accordance with
Lenin's teaching that' productivity of labour is, in the final
analysis, the most important, the principal factor for the
victory of the new social system3, we must secure the maximum
development of socialist emulation and the Stakhanov